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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-34 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "bar" in 
line 8 should be changed to "code". (The correction is given in light of the context of the 
claim). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 , 5-6 and 1 0-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Lang United States Letters Patent Number 5,191 ,611 . 

As per claim 1: 

Lang teaches a method for the authorization of documents comprising the steps 

of: 

preparing a record for future reference by authorized personnel including 
providing a document including data pertaining to an individual (Col. 5, lines 43-50), 
collecting biometric data from the individual and forming a code including the biometric 
data, attaching the code to the document, (Col. 5, lines 65-67; biometric coded 
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information can also be assigned as part of the personal identifier) and storing the 
document and attached bar ; and (Col. 3, lines 13-19 and Col. 5, line 56) 

authenticating the document and attached code upon removal from storage by 
collecting current biometric data from a person allegedly the individual, comparing the 
current biometric data biometric data to the biometric data included in the code, (Col. 
1 5, line 26; biometrics are used to identify the user) and 

confirming a positive comparison that the person and the individual are identical 
and that the document pertains to the person and the individual, and authorizing the 
removal document from storage. (Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38-42) 
As per claim 5: 

Lang teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, Lang further 
discloses a method for the authorization of documents wherein the step of 
authenticating the document and attached code upon removal from the storage includes 
removal from storage by means of one of the following: a computer system, an Internet 
system, a facsimile system, and copier, (see figure 7, Col. 5 lines 45-46) 
As per claim 6: 

Lang teaches a method for the authorization of documents comprising the steps 

of: 

preparing a record for future reference by authorized personnel including 
providing a document, (Col. 5, lines 43-50) collecting biometric data from an individual 
requesting authority to become an authorized person to access the document, forming a 
code including the biometric data from the individual, attaching the code to the 
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document, (Col. 5, lines 65-67; biometric coded information can also be assigned as 
part of the personal identifier) and storing the document and attached code; (Col 3, lines 
13-19 and Col. 5, line 56) 

authorizing access to the document by collecting current biometric data from a 
person requesting access to the document, comparing the current biometric data to the 
code attached to the document, (Col. 15, line 26; biometrics are used to identify the 
user) and confirming by a positive comparison that the person requesting access and 
the individual are identical and that the person has authority to access the document. 
(Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38-42) 
As per claim 10: 

Lang teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, Lang further 
discloses a method for the authorization of documents wherein the step of 
authenticating the document and attached code upon removal from storage includes 
removal from storage by means of one of the following: computer system, Internet 
system, facsimile system, and a copier, (see figure 7, Col. 5 lines 45-46) 
As per claim 1 1 : 

Lang teaches all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, Lang further 
discloses a method for the authorization of documents wherein the steps of collecting 
biometric data from the individual requesting authority and forming a code is repeated 
for each individual requesting authority and the code containing biometric data for each 
individual requesting authority is attached to the document. (Col. 2; lines 67-68, Col. 3, 
lines 1-2 and Col. 7, lines 12-13) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis- for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-4, 7-9, 12-14, 16-19 and 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lang United States Letters Patent Number 5,191,611 in view 
of Wang et al. United States Letters Patent Number 5,490,217. 

As per claim 2, 7, 13 and 25: 

Lang discloses a document authorization system where biometric data of an 
authorized person is stored with the document as discussed above. Not explicitly 
disclosed by Lang is that a method for the authorization of documents wherein the steps 
of collecting biometric data from the individual and collecting current biometric data from 
the person include one scanning an iris of the individual and the person, taking a finger 
print of the individual and the person, acquiring a signature of the individual and the 
person, and acquiring a voice print of the individual and the person. 

Wang et al. in analogous art, however, disclose a biometric identifying 
information such as an actual signature, seal, finger prints, retina feature, facial picture, 
significant dates and the like. (Col. 3, lines 19-21) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang to include a 
method for the authorization of documents wherein the steps collecting biometric data 
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from the individual and collecting current biometric data from the person include one 
scanning an iris of the individual and the person, taking a finger print of the individual 
and the person, acquiring a signature of the individual and the person, and acquiring a 
voice print of the individual and the person. This modification would have been obvious 
because a person having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, 
as suggested by Wang et al. (Col. 1 , line 63) in order to reduce and/or eliminate manual 
modification. This way, the system will improve the accuracy of the verification system 
by using biometric data instead of password or PIN, thereby adding an extra level of 
assurance that an individual who does not have a proper biometric authentication has 
not modified the stored documents. 
As per claim 3, 8, 14, 16 and 26: 

Lang and Wang et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Wang et al., further disclose a method for the authorization of documents 
wherein the steps of preparing the record and authenticating the document each further 
include a step of taking a digital photograph of the individual and taking digital 
photograph the person, respectively, (see figure 8; Col. 3, lines 18-20; identifying 
information such as facial picture) 
As per claim 4, 9, 17 and 27: 

Lang and Wang et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Wang et al., further disclose a method for the authorization of documents 
wherein the step of forming the code including the biometric data includes forming one 
of a two-dimensional bar code, a cross-hatched bar code, a bar code with a non-copy 
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background, and bar codes that are readable by one of optical or magnetic means, (see 
figure 5; (Col. 6, lines 2-8) 
As per claim 12: 

Lang teaches a method for the authorization of documents comprising the steps 

of: 

preparing a record for future reference by authorized personnel including 
providing a document including data pertaining to an individual, (Col. 5, lines 43-50) 
collecting biometric data from the individual and forming a bar code including the 
biometric data, attaching the code to the document, (Col. 5, lines 65-67; biometric 
coded information can also be assigned as part of the personal identifier) and storing 
the document and attached bar code; (Col. 3, lines 13-19 and Col. 5, line 56) 

authenticating the document and attached bar code by collecting current 
biometric data from a person allegedly the individual, comparing the current biometric 
data biometric data to the biometric data included in the bar code, (Col. 15, line 26; 
biometrics are used to identify the user) and confirming that the person and the 
individual are identical and that the document pertains to the person and the individual. 
(Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38-42) 

preparing the document for future access by authorized personnel including 
collecting biometric data from an individual requesting authority to become an 
authorized person to access the document, (Col. 5, lines 43-50) forming a bar code 
including the biometric data, attaching the code to the document, (Col. 5, lines 65-67; 
biometric coded information can also be assigned as part of the personal identifier) and 
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storing the document and attached bar code; (Col. 3, lines 13-19 and Col. 5, line 56) 
and 

authorizing access to the document by collecting current biometric data from a 
person requesting access to the document, comparing the current biometric data to the 
bar code attached to the document, (Col. 15, line 26; biometrics are used to identify the 
user) and confirming that the person requesting access and the individual are identical 
and that the person has authority to access the document. (Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38- 
42) 

Not explicitly disclosed by Lang is that the use of biometric data included in a bar 

code. 

Wang et al. in analogous art, however, teach to encode certain identifying 
information such as an actual signature, seal, finger prints, facial picture, significant 
dates and the like into the machine readable image code. (Col. 6, lines 2-8) Wang et al. 
further disclose the application of a 2D barcode on a document for subsequent 
biometric identification, (see figure 5; Col. 4, lines 14-19) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang to include a 
method of forming a bar code including the biometric data, attaching the code to the 
document This modification would have been obvious because a person having 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated, to do so, as suggested by Wang et 
al. (Col. 2, lines 57-58) in order to have a simplified system in which only with the 
machine readable code the entire document may be reproduced. 



Application/Control Number: 09/856,409 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2133 

As per claim 18: 

Lang and Wang et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Lang further discloses a method for authorization of documents wherein the 
step of authorizing access to the document includes access by means of one of the 
following: a computer system, an Internet system, a facsimile system, and copier, (see 
figure 7, Col. 5 lines 45-46) 
As per claim 19: 

Lang and Wang teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Lang further discloses a method for the authorization of documents wherein the steps of 
collecting biometric data from the individual requesting authority and forming a bar code 
is repeated for each individual requesting authority and the bar code containing 
biometric data for each individual requesting authority is attached to the document. (Col. 
2; lines 67-68, Col. 3, lines 1-2 and Col. 7, lines 12-13) 
As per claim 24: 

Lang teaches an apparatus for authorization to access documents comprising: 

a document, a bar code including biometric data from an authorized individual 
attached to document; (Col. 5, lines 65-67; biometric coded information can also be 
assigned as part of the personal identifier) 

apparatus for collecting current biometric data from a person requesting access 
the document; (Col. 15, line 26; biometrics are used to identify the user) and 

comparing means, including a bar code reader, for comparing the current 
biometric data to the bar code attached to the document to confirm by a positive 
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comparison that the person requesting access and the authorized individual are 
identical and that the person has authority to access the document. (Col. 7, line 13 and 
lines 38-42) 

Not explicitly disclosed by Lang is that the use of biometric data included in a bar 

code. 

Wang et al. in analogous art, however, teach to encode certain identifying 
information such as an actual signature, seal, finger prints, facial picture, significant 
dates and the like into the machine readable image code. (Col. 6, lines 2-8). Wang et al. 
further disclose the application of a 2D barcode on a document for subsequent 
biometric identification, (see figure 5; Col. 4, lines 14-19) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang to include a 
method of forming a bar code including the biometric data, attaching the code to the 
document This modification would have been obvious because a person having 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Wang et 
al. (Col. 2, lines 57-58) in order to have a simplified system in which only with the 
machine readable code the entire document may be reproduced. 
As per claim 28: 

Lang and Wang et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Lang further disclose an apparatus for authorization to access documents 
wherein the apparatus for collecting current biometric data from a person requesting 
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access to the document includes one of the following: a computer system, an Internet 
system, a facsimile system, and a copier, (see figure 7, Col. 5 lines 45-46) 
As per claim 29: 

Lang and Wang et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Lang further disclose an apparatus for authorization to access documents 
wherein plurality of individuals are authorized access to the document and a bar code 
including biometric data from each authorized individual is attached to the document. 
(Col. 2; lines 67-68, Col. 3, lines 1-2 and Col. 7, lines 12-13) 
As per claim 30: 

Lang teaches an apparatus for authorization of documents comprising: 

a document including data pertaining to an individual and a bar code including 
biometric data from the individual attached to the document; (Col. 5, lines 65-67; 
biometric coded information can also be assigned as part of the personal identifier) 

apparatus for collecting current biometric data from a person allegedly the 
individual; and (Col. 15, line 26; biometrics are used to identify the user) 

comparing means, including a bar code reader, for comparing the current 
biometric data to the biometric data included in the bar code, and confirming a positive 
comparison that the person and the individual are identical and that the document 
pertains to the person and the individual. (Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38-42) 

Not explicitly disclosed by Lang is that the use of biometric data included in a bar 

code. 
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Wang et al. in analogous art, however, teach to encode certain identifying 
information such as an actual signature, seal, finger prints, facial picture, significant 
dates and the like into the machine readable image code. (Col. 6, lines 2-8). Wang et al. 
further disclose the application of a 2D barcode on a document for subsequent 
biometric identification, (see figure 5; Col. 4, lines 14-19) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang to include a 
method of forming a bar code including the biometric data, attaching the code to the 
document This modification would have been obvious because a person having 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Wang et 
al. (Col. 2, lines 57-58) in order to have a simplified system in which only with the 
machine readable code the entire document may be reproduced. 
7. Claims 15 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lang United States Letters Patent Number 5,191 ,61 1 in view of Wang et al. United 
States Letters Patent Number 5,490,217 and further in view of Shimizu et al. United 
States Letters Patent Number 6,005,936. 
As per claim 15: 

Lang teaches a document authorization system where biometric data of an 
authorized person is stored with the document as discussed above. In addition, Wang et 
al. disclose a system to encode certain identifying information such as an actual 
signature, seal, finger prints, facial picture, significant dates and the like into the 
machine readable image code. Wang et al. further disclose the application of a 2D 
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barcode on a document for subsequent biometric identification as disclosed above. Both 
references do not explicitly teach dividing the digital photograph into first and second 
partial images, storing the first partial image linked to first portion the biometric data 
from the individual and the second partial image linked to second portion of the 
biometric data from the individual, and verifying the individual by comparing first and 
second portions of current biometric data to the stored first and second portions of 
biometric data and forming a composite image the linked first second partial images. 

Shimizu et al. disclose dividing the digital photograph into first second partial 
images, (Col. 2, lines 44-45; dividing the image into a first image and a second image 
region) storing the first partial image linked to first portion the biometric data from the 
individual and the second partial image linked to second portion of the biometric data 
from the individual (Col. 2, line 39; embed authentication information into an image), 
and verifying the individual by comparing first and second portions of current biometric 
data to the stored first and second portions of biometric data and forming a composite 
image the linked first second partial images. (Col. 3, lines 6-9; a method for embedding 
authenticating information with a step of combining the first image region in the image 
with the second image region in which authentication information is embedded) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang and Wang 
et al. to include dividing the digital photograph into first second partial images, storing 
the first partial image linked to first portion the biometric data from the individual and the 
second partial image linked to second portion of the biometric data from the individual, 
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and verifying the individual by comparing first and second portions of current biometric 
data to the stored first and second portions of biometric data and forming a composite 
image the linked first second partial images. This modification would have been obvious 
because a person having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, 
as suggested by Shimizu et al. (Col. 2, lines 20-24) in order to attach authentication 
information with the image data. This way, extra layer of securing a document can be 
achieved by adding or linking the image of the authorized person with the authentication 
information like biometric information. 
As per claim 20: 

Lang teaches a document authorization system where biometric data of an 
authorized person is stored with the document as discussed above. In addition, Lang 
further discloses 

collecting and storing first biometric data from an individual; (Col. 3, lines 11-19 
and Col. 5, line 56) 

collecting storing second biometric data, different from the first biometric data, 
from the individual; (Col. 3, lines 11-19 and Col. 5, line 56) 

collecting current first biometric data from the individual; (Col. 3, lines 11-19 and 
Col. 5, line 56) 

comparing the current first biometric data to the stored first biometric data (Col. 7, 
line 13 and lines 38-42) 

collecting current second biometric data from the individual; and (Col. 3, lines 11- 
19 and Col. 5, line 56) 
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comparing the current first biometric data to the stored first biometric data (Col. 7, 
line 13 and lines 38-42) 

comparing the current second biometric data to the stored second biometric data 
(Col. 7, line 13 and lines 38-42) 

In addition, Wang et al. disclose a system to encode certain identifying 
information such as an actual signature, seal, finger prints, facial picture, significant 
dates and the like into the machine readable image code. Wang et al. further disclose 
the application of a 2D barcode on a document for subsequent biometric identification 
as disclosed above. 

Both references do not explicitly teach taking a digital photograph and 
electronically dividing digital photograph into first and second portions, linking the first 
portion of the digital photograph to the stored first biometric data and storing the linked 
first portion of the digital photograph, linking the second portion of the digital photograph 
to the stored second biometric data and storing the linked second portion of the digital 
photograph, comparing the current first biometric data to the stored first biometric data 
and displaying the stored portion the digital photograph and comparing the current 
second biometric data to the stored second biometric data and displaying the stored 
second portion of the digital photograph as a composite photograph in combination with 
the first portion of the digital photograph. 

Shimizu et al. in analogous art, however, disclose 
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taking a digital photograph and electronically dividing digital photograph into first 
and second portions; (Col. 2, lines 44-45; dividing the image into a first image and a 
second image region) 

linking the first portion of the digital photograph to the stored first biometric data 
and storing the linked first portion of the digital photograph; (Col. 2, line 39; embed 
authentication information into an image) 

linking the second portion of the digital photograph to the stored second 
biometric data and storing the linked second portion of the digital photograph; (Col. 2, 
line 39; embed authentication information into an image) 

comparing the current first biometric data to the stored first biometric data and 
displaying the stored portion the digital photograph; (Col. 3, lines 6-9; a method for 
embedding authenticating information with a step of combining the first image region in 
the image with the second image region in which authentication information is 
embedded) 

comparing the current second biometric data to the stored second biometric data 
and displaying the stored second portion of the digital photograph as a composite 
photograph in combination with the first portion of the digital photograph. (Col. 3, lines 
6-9; a method for embedding authenticating information with a step of combining the 
first image region in the image with the second image region in which authentication 
information is embedded) 
As per claim 21: 
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Lang, Wang et al. and Shimizu et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed 
above. In addition, Wang et al., further disclose biometric identifying information such as 
a retina feature, facial picture. (Col. 3, lines 19-21). In this case, retina feature could be 
considered to include the first and second biometric data of the right and left iris scans, 
respectively, and the first and second current biometric data of the right and left scans, 
respectively. Wang et al. do not explicitly disclose the first and second biometric data 
include right and left iris scans, respectively, and the first and second current biometric 
data include right and left scans, respectively. However, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Wang et al.'s method to include the first and second biometric data include right and left 
iris scans, respectively, and the first and second current biometric data include right and 
left scans, respectively. This modification would have been obvious because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so in order to have an 
increased level of security by dividing the retina scan into the left and right iris scan. 
8. Claims 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lang United States Letters Patent Number 5,191 ,61 1 in view of Drake et al. United 
States Letters Patent Number 6,347,374. 
As per claim 31: 

Lang teaches a document authorization system where biometric data of an 
authorized person is stored with the document as discussed above. In addition, Lang 
discloses authenticating the document and code by biometric comparison, confirming 
the authorized person and authorizing removal of the document. Not explicitly disclosed 
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by Lang is a system for sorting documents wherein the biometric data of a person 
identified as linked to the sorting document. 

Drake et al. in analogous art, however, disclose a system for sorting documents 
wherein the biometric data of a person identified as linked to the sorting document. (Col. 
17, lines 29-32; an event detection system user identification and authentication; 
database connectivity with filter and sort capabilities) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Lang's system for sorting documents 
wherein the biometric data of a person identified as linked to the sorting document. This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so because the system uses biometric information to 
verify authenticity and allow access. Since the first step is to collect a biometric data and 
match it with the stored biometric data, it is obvious that sorting is performed while 
matching the current biometric data against the stored biometric data. This way, 
authorization process will be accomplished faster. 
As per claim 32: 

Lang and Drake et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In 
addition, Lang discloses a document authorization system for storing messages and 
other textural information. Textual message can include a personal letter regarding 
issues related to the authorized person. Lang does not explicitly teach a system wherein 
the person is the subject the data in the document. However, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Lang's system wherein the person is the subject the data in the document. This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so in order to make the system very flexible to 
protecting documents that are related to the authorized person including medical, legal 
or financial documents. 
As per claim 33: 

Lang and Drake et al. teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition, Drake et al. disclose a system wherein sorting is authorized via biometric code 
of user. (Col. 17, lines 29-31; user identification and authentication; database 
connectivity with filter and sort capabilities) 
As per claim 34: 

Lang and Drake et al. teach all the subject matter as described above. In 
addition, Drake et al. disclose a system wherein the user authorization is auditable. 
(Col. 17, lines 28-30; maintenance of an audit file archive database; event detection 
system user identification and authentication) 

9. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lang 
United States Letters Patent Number 5,191,61 1 in view of Wang et al. United States 
Letters Patent Number 5,490,217 in view of Shimizu et al. United States Letters Patent 
Number 6,005,936 and further in view of Aoki et al. United States Letters Patent 
Number 5,053,305. 
As per claim 22: 
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Lang, Wang et al. and Shimizu et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed 
above. Neither of the references, however, disclose a method of verifying the operation 
of biometric apparatus wherein the first and second portions the digital photograph 
include alternate arcuate sections. 

Aoki et al. in analogous art, however, disclose a method of verifying the 
operation of biometric apparatus wherein the first and second portions the digital 
photograph include alternate arcuate sections. (Col. 9, lines 57-58) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang, Wang et al. 
Shimizu et al. to include verifying the operation of biometric apparatus wherein the first 
and second portions the digital photograph include arcuate sections. This modification 
would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do so in order to prevent interception of the signal or image by means 
of unauthorized device or unauthorized person. This way, the image is protected from 
being manipulated by unauthorized person. 

10. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lang 
United States Letters Patent Number 5,191,611 in view of Wang et al. United States 
Letters Patent Number 5,490,217 in view of Shimizu et al. United States Letters Patent 
Number 6,005,936 and further in view of Inaba et al. United States Letters Patent 
Number 4,673,975. 
As per claim 23: 
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Lang, Wang et al. and Shimizu et al. teach all the subject matter as discussed 
above. Neither of the references, however, disclose a method of verifying the operation 
of biometric apparatus wherein the first and second portions the digital photograph 
include alternate horizontal scan lines. 

Inaba et al. in analogous art, however, disclose a method of verifying the 
operation of biometric apparatus wherein the first and second portions the digital 
photograph include alternate horizontal scan lines. (Col. 6, lines 63-66) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Lang, Wang et al. 
Shimizu et al. to include verifying the operation of biometric apparatus wherein the first 
and second portions the digital photograph include alternate horizontal scan lines. This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Inaba et al. (Abstract) in order to 
prevent interception of the signal or image by means of unauthorized device or 
unauthorized person. This way, the image is protected from being manipulated by 
unauthorized person. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shewaye Gelagay whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4219. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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